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Saturday, March 19, 1966 


In 4 follow up to their protest 
and prevention of the eviction of 
a tenant of the housing project on 
March 8, 1966, the citizens of 
Hunters Point along with others 
from the city went to the-special 


Commission and demanded that 
their grievances be heard, and 
prevented the Commission from 
leaving the meeting room until the 
grievances were read by George 
Earl chairman of the Inter Block 
Council. 

About 60 people gathered in the 
small meeting room with protest 
signs, and faces of discontent while 


comment on the protest, because 
the commission had to carry on 
their business of passing ona bond 
proposal, 

After adjourning the meeting 
Walters got up to leave, but a 
voice from the crowd yelled ‘‘sit 
| down, you've got to hear us’’, Wal- 
}ters stated that he wasn’t going to 
hear the grievances because he 
was leaving. People began to ‘shout 
‘*don’t let him out.’’ The crowd 
lgathered together and blocked 


At about 10:00 a.m. the Hunters 
Point Area Office broke out in 
excitement. The cause of the ex- 
citement seemed to be the fact 
that the Housing Authority had 
received a writ to surrender pos- 
session, and was proceeding to 
move the furniture of one of the 
tenants in the Alice Griffith 
Gardens. 

The tenant involved was Ollie 
Wallace of 2539 Griffith Street 
Apartment: 301 in the Alice Grif- 
fith Gardens. Mrs. Ethelene Wilson 
a worker in the Area Office was 
in the field on another problem 
and noticed a familiar. van that is’ 
used in moving the furniture of 
evicted tenants; she also noticed 
the car of the county sheriff, She 


meeting of the Housing Authority 


the commission passed on bond. 
proposals. It was indicated by Stev- 
' en Walters that he would make no 


the doors, and then closed them. 
George Earl, chairman of the In- 
ner Block Council, stood upon a 
chair and began to read the tele- 
gram of grievances from the citi- 
zens of the housing project. The 
complaints centered around unfair 
late charges on rent, unfair evic- 
tions, arbitrary billing for utili- 
ties, dirty streets, roaches and 
other household pests inthe apart- 


¢ 


immediately ran to the scene to see 


what was happening, and found Ol-- 


lie Wallace, the father of two chil- 


dren, in heated emotion trying to’ 


uetend his personal property from 
the van movers that the Housing 
Authority had sent to move his 
furniture. Seeing that the tenant 
here was about to use force, after 
engaging in a heated argument with 
one of the movers, Mrs. Wilson 


intervened to prevent further © 


trouble. She then got on the phone 
and proceeded to try and get the 
plaintiff, Dan Morafka: District 
Manager for Housing Authority 
to stop the action, but this was to 
no avail, 

She then contacted tlie Area Of- 
fice and notified them of the prob- 
lem of another harsh eviction;lead 
by Harold the entire staff left the 
office to go to the scene of what 


‘was representative of what the 


ments, and a lack of communica- 
tion between the Housing Authori- 
ty were the main objects of the 
protesters. After seeing that they 
could not leave the two men did 
not resist, but stood impatiently 
and heard the grievances read, 


After the grievances were read, the Economic Opportunity Council Club, Alice Griffith Improvement 


the group sang ‘‘We shall over 


come.’’ After this the group let private, as the bargaining agent Club, Kiska Improvement Club, 
the commission leave, and pro-. 


STOP EVICTION 


Housing Authority had done’in the’ 


past; about fifteen people arrived 
on the scene to protest what they 
thought was an unjust situation, in 
apout 111teen munutes about one- 
hundred people had gathered to 
lava singing “We shall over 
come,’ 

As stated by Ollie Wallace the 
victim of the harsh eviction, ‘‘I 
was lying in the bed, when I 
heard a loud banging on my door. 
I jumped to open the door and see 
who it was, and the two van mov- 


ers along with the sheriff pushed. 


their way in the door, informing 
me that they were there to move 
my furnitur’e for the Housing Auth- 
ority.’’ The men proceeded to place 
the furniture ‘on the outside of the 
house, about this time Harold 
Brooks and other staff of the Hun- 
ters Point Area Office arrived on 
the scene. 


HOUSING COMMISSION 
FORCED TO LISTEN | 


ceeded to demonstrate outside, 
Walters stated that he would 

not comment on what had taken 

piace, then left. 

* In a release to the press Wal- 

ters said, ‘“‘The Housing Author- 

ity cannot and will not constitute 


or any other agency; public or 


for its tenants.’’ The Housing Auth- 


Brooks demanded that the mov- 
ers cease to move the furniture 
until they find out why the Hous- 
ing Authority had not notified the 
Area Office about this problem. It 
seems that the tenant was not 
behirid in his rent, but had not paid 
the late charges, and they had 
accumulated, plus the court cost, 
and the cost of handling the furni- 
ture. 

It seems that the Housing Auth- 
ority had promised the Hunters 
Point Area Office that whenever 
they received any rent failure 
problems they would refer such to 
the Area Office, This promise was 
a step in trying to remedy rent 
problems that have in the past 
resulted in a harsh eviction leav- 
ing tenants helpless and without a 
home, However, the Housing Auth- 


ority seems to have breached nes 


its promise, for it appears that the 


ES TS ; 


ority seems to think that the Hun- 
ters Point Area Office, the Econ- 
omic Opportunity Council is a 
self-proclaimed agency for ‘the 
tenants of the Hunters Point Hous- 
ing Project. 

The group was also dissatisfied 
with the job of Miss Effie Robin- 
son, Director of Human Relations 
and Tenant Services. It was shouted 
during the gathering ‘‘We want Ef-' 
fie,’? ‘*We want Effie,’’ It was 
stated by members of the group 
that Effie wasn’t doing her job, 
and they wanted a replacement, 

The list of complaints were read 
and signed by various communi- 
ty organizations: Inter - Block 
Council of Hunters Point; Block 
Clubs B,C,D,F, and H, Sunnydale 
Citizen League, the Bayview-Par- 
ent Action Group, Hunters Point 
Democratic Club, Bayview - Hun- 
ters Point Community Develop- 
ment Corp; Bayview Community 
Center, Hunters Point Ministery, 
Hunters Point Bayview Area Plan- |{ 
ning Board of the Economic Oppor- jj 
tunity Council, West Improvement ; 


? 


Club,’ Northridge Improvement 


Hunters View Improvement Club, 


clerk from the city hall had about 
forty writs to surrender pos- 
session that had never been brought 
to the attention of the Hunters Point 


Area Office. 

Housing Authority Commission! 
Chairman, Steve Walters in a lat- 
er interview stated, ‘'The events 
of yesterday in the opinion of the 
Commission were completely un- 
necessary. We had thought we had 
established sufficient communi- 
cation and rapport with the Hunt- 
érs Point Economic Opportunity 
Council that we would have been 
notified of the trouble rather than 
to have learned of it through a 
sit-in action which was apparent- 
ly encouraged by the Economic 
Opportunity Council. We are dis- 
appointed that our evaluation of 
our communications was in er- 


9 
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Fam. Service Agency Funds? — zaisoriat 


The Family Service Agency of 
San Francisco is one of the oldest 
private social agencies in the city. 
It is financed mainly by the United 
Community Fund which gets con- 
tributions from people all over the 
city and frcm all backgrounds. 

The agency helps people who 
have martial problems, problems 
with their children and so forth, 
People who have problems go to the 
social workers at the agency who 
are supposedly experts at helping 
people, This is done by talking to 
people and finding out what their 
psychological problems are, Very 

“few poor people come to the agen- 

cy and those who come soon stop 
coming because the agency couldn’t 
communicate with them (poor 
people), The agency felt that the 
poor people had psychological 
-problems and that they needed 
-“‘counseling.’’ The poor people, 
on the other hand, felt that even if 
they did have psychological prob- 
lems, they did not want that kind 
of help. They were tired of being 
poor and that is what they wanted 
help with. They knew that a lot of 
rich people had psychological 
problems too, but the rich were 
not unemployed, hungry and living 
in poor housing. 

Finally the anti poverty program 
came along with a new philosophy 
about poor people, that poor people 
lacked opportunity and if given 
maximum feasible participation, 
they could overcome .their pov- 
erty. The Family Service Agency 
wanted a hand in some of that 
government money and in order 

- to get it they had to change their 
way of doing things, at least they 
had to give the impression that 


they were changing. 


Roberson to the Western Addition 


They hired a high powered ex- Area Board to get the program 


pert on the poor, Dr. Arthur Pearl, 
the co-author of New Careers For 
the Poor. They speeded up their 
efforts to get poor people to come 
to the agency, not by offering 
substantial services, but by giv- 
ing handouts —a few pennies here 
and there, They opened a nursery 
school for a few hours a day, not 
even long enough to allow a mother 
to go shopping or to get a part- 
time job. The agency continued to 
make people so dependent that 
the poor people were helpless un- 
less the social workers were 
around to tell them what to do, what 
to say, and how to act. 
Furthermore, to show it was 
changing,the agency hired a Negro, 
Miss Barbara Roberson, to direct 
the project, Miss Roberson became 
the only Negro on the agency’s 
professional staff. The agency told 
the community that she was hired 
because of her superior profes- 


‘sional qualifications and because 


of her dedication to social change. 

Then the agency told the poor 
people that their ideas had been in- 
corporated into a proposal called 
The Community Parents Club Pro- 
ject in Maximum Feasible Par- 
ticipation. The poor people were 
told that they would control the 
project and that they would be 
hired to carry out the project. This, 
the agency said, was further evi- 
dence of its efforts to change, 


Although, the agency said that, 
‘it did not need the support of the 


community in order to get the 
proposal funded, it sent the Com- 
munity Parents Club and Miss 


Telegram To H.Auth 


San Francisco Housing Authority 
Dear Mr. Walters, 


For years we have protested strongly the kind of treatment exempli- 
fied by the eviction attempt in Alice Griffith today. It is a symbol 
of the many indignities which the Housing Authority has perpetuated 
through the years» We have long complained and long been ignored. 
Again we rehearse our complaint: 

1, Evictions can no longer be done in the high-handed manner 
which has become routine. We protest any eviction which is done 
without exhausting all methods of resolving the personal problems 
involved. 

2. We protest the failure of the Housing Authority to rid our 
projects of rats and roaches inspite of repeated appeal. 

3. We demand that the Housing Authority practice of catering to 
Jim Crow unions stop now and that minority group people be hired on 
a priority basis for all jobs. 

4, We protest unjust charges for late rent payments, for opening of 
apartment doors by Housing Authority personnel,for repairs of win- 
dows and other installations. 5 

5. We protest automatic increases in rent when small income in- 
creases occur. : 

6. We demand that destruction of temporary units cease until 
plans for new construction are agreed upon. : 

7. We protest the disgraceful way that garbage men and housing 
authority employees leave trash around our homes. 

8. We demand that a decent, supervised laundrymat replace the 
filthy facilities now in use in Hunters Point. 

9. We demand that the Housing Authority take positive steps to 
improve communications with residence organizations, poverty 
program staff and other social service people in the Hunters Point 
Area. ; 

' 10. We call for action on Mr. Kane’s promise to paint buildings 
and do landscaping immediately. 

11. We demand that transfer for health reasons be expedited. 

These are major issues. So far they have been ignored. We cannot 
wait any longer. We expect immediate changes and plan to stop:all 
further evictions for whatever cause until our demands are met. 

Inter-block Council of Hunters’ Point. The Sunnydale Citizen 


League. The Bayview Parent Action Group. Hunters Point Demo-: 


cratic Club, The Bayview Hunters Point Community Development 
Corp. The Bayview Community Center. The Hunters Point Bayview 


Ministry. Hunters Point - Bayview Area Planning Boardof the Econ-. 


omic Opportunity Council, Block Club H..Westpoint Improvement 
- Club, Block ‘Club D, Alice Griffith Group Club, Block Club B, 


~ . a 


approved. Many of the Board Mem- 
bers did not want to approve the 
program . because they had not 
read the program and because 


-there was no insurance that the 


agency would actually follow 
through on its promise to let the 
people control the project, Never- 
theless, because of The Communi- 
.ty Parents Club and because of 
Miss Roberson, the Area Board 
approved the proposal ‘‘in prin- 
ciple,’’ with the stipulation that 
final approval would not be given 
until the Area Board had read the 
proposal and had some assurance 
that the agency meant everything 
it said. 

On the surface everything 
seemed to be okay, but as soon 
as the Federal Government had 
approved the program, it came 
to light that Miss Roberson had 
been fired and that the Community 
Parents Club not only did not have 
control of the project, but ac- 
tually had not even read the pro- 
posal which had been sent to Wash- 
ington. 

Change ig taking place because 
now the agency has anti poverty 
money which it never had before. 
In which direction is the agency 
changing? Is it going forward oris 
it going backward? We as poor 
people must be ever critical and 
alert and beware of agencies who 
say that they wish to change, 

P.S. In case anyone asks where 
‘this information came from, say 
that it came as a result of inter- 
viewing several people, but don’t 
mention any names. 


Block Club F. Block Club C, 
Northridge Improvement Club, 
Kiska, Improvement Club. 
Hunters View Improvement Club. 


YWCA 
Discuss 
Sex 


“Sex in the City,’’ a new YWCA 
course for men and women now 
open for registration at the Down- 
town YW 620 Sutter St. this week, 
will feature discussions headed 
by physicians, psychiatrists, po- 
lice officials and others. 

Opening ‘session willbe Wednes- 

‘day, March 30 at 7 p.m. with ob- 
stetrician-gynecologist Dr. Robert 
Read speaking on physiological dif- 
ferences between men and women. 

Dr. Donald Sandner, a psychia- 

_trist from the Jungian Institute, 
will discuss psychological dif- 
ferences on April 6. 

Subsequent Wednesday evenings 
will deal with “‘The Problem of 

~Rape,’’ ‘‘Understanding Homosex- 
uality,’’ and ‘*The Aspects of Abor- 
tion.’’ Final session will be on 
“*Sex and Communication.’’ Dis- 
cussion leader willbe Robert Wan- 


derer, president, San Francisco 


chapter, International Society for 
General Semantics. Wanderer also 


will act as coordinator for the’ 


series. 
_The course, open to all adult 


‘ 


School Board and Residents Talk 


Over very constructive objections of Bayview Hunters Point 
residents, the San Francisco School Board, which represents exclu- 
sively vested interests, voted on the renovation of the Bayview School. 
Added to this vote was a vague and obtruse promise to build a new 
school somewhere in the Bayview district. As usual, members of 
the Board did their best to ignor those citizens in the audience 
who, after_all, do not even have the privilege of voting for School 
Board members. So as a result, the citizens of the Bayview got 
another hand-me-down, second rate deal in the field of education 


‘for their young. The crowning coup de grace (blow) came when the 


motion for repairing the old school and its vague rider were made 
by the one person some citizens had hopéd to depend on, Mr. James 
Stratton. But it soon became evident that there is still a need for 
minority type invective when insulting spokesman for the Parents 
Action Group surely won’t win him any popularity contest unless 
one lives in the Sunset District. Further, it was interesting to note 
that the Board’s objection to the building of a new school was that 
somehow it must be ‘‘racially balanced’’ (with reference to federal 
restrictions). Of course, in an area created and maintained by the 
establishment as a segregated area of town, the chance of building 
a school with a racial balance is almost impossible. This is by the 
way the first time the School Board has brought up the question of 
racial imbalance and the like on their own, but for their own selfish 
reasons and not the people’s. 


‘"Red’s’’ Roost 


By Sylvester Brown 


Football has stopped its pace, basketball is closing a tremendous 
season, and baseball is on its way in. Soon National League and 
American League cities will be filled with some of the game’s most . 
outstanding and exciting players of our time. 

To mention a few, our own Willie Mays, Willie McCovey, Orlando 
Cepeda and hopefully Juan Marichal, whohas yetto sign his contract. 

-**Oh’’, there are more on other teams, but we are concerned about the 
home club, THE SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS, 

Watching the action on television Sunday, March 13,1 saw something 
that answered questions in my mind. Is Willie Mays too old, or too 
tired? The way he performed in this game erased all doubts in my 
mind as to how he'willperform inthe coming season. He seems to be 
the same great all around player that we have been watching for a- 
decade or more, 

Among the rookies I think will be sound and ready by opening day 
are, Ollie Brown (outfielder ), Bob Barton (catcher ), and Dick Estrell 
(pitcher ). We willnot expect too much of them because of the pressure 
on their backs, but we are assured they will do a good job. 

So let’s get ready and welcome our club back home on opening day 
and the games to follow. 

BOXING 
The Bay Bomber scores again. Middleweight, Jimmy Lester, better 


‘known as The Bay Bomber, a fine prospect in the boxing world, ~ 


pounded out a unanimous ten round decision over Aristo Chavarin 
for his 17th win in 18 pro fistcuffs. This young man has fought 
some of the best in his weight. I think it’s about time he had a 


shot at the title, don’t you. 


KEEP AN EYE ON “RED'S”? ROOST 


men and women 18 and over, will 
_cost $10 for six sessions. YWCA 
membership at $5 a year is re- 
quired. Membership is open to 
all. 

Registration now is open at all 
three YWCA centers in San Fran- 
cisco for the second Spring term. 

Other new classes at the Down- 
town YW include ‘‘Seminar for In- 
experienced Homemakers,’’ Es - 
peranto, Song Presentation and 

. Voice, and beginning acting. Also 
offered are a variety of classes 
in art, guitar, French, Auto me- 
chanics, fashion design, bridge, 


charm, dancing, exercise, sports, . 


Swimming, sewing, and household 
repairs, 


In the Western Addition, ne\ 
courses are offered in Western 
Baking and Cooking, and in Photo- 
graphy, at the 1830 Sutter St. 
YWCA, in addition to courses in 
art, foreign cooking, dancing, 
Spanish, and typing. 

In Chinatown, courses are avail- 
able at the 965 Clay St. center 
in Chinese dressmaking, brush 
painting, Chinese languages and 
culture, Chinese cooking, Tai Chi 
Chuan (Chinese shadow boxing), 

For a free folder describing all 
courses, readers should telephone 
the YWCA Downtown at 775-6500, 
in the Western Addition at 921- 
3814, or in Chinatown at 982- 
3922, 
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“APPEAL TO M\TH ABOUT WELFARE TAX 
REALTORS BURDEN 


An appeal to Realtors for help 
in meeting the growing housing 
needs of low income families was 
sent out recently by the Bayview- 
Hunters Point (EO), Office of 
Economic Opportunity. 

Mr. Edward Stringer, O.E.0, 
Administrative Assistant, said the 
need for housing units for low in- 
come families has reached the cri- 
tical stage, especially in poverty 
areas where old units are being 
torn down, : 

Mr. Roy Klein of the San Fran- 
cisco Housing Authority said that 
750 apartments have been torn 
down and there are 1250 more 
which must be razed within the 
next two to four years, Although 
some of the displaced families 
can be absorbed in the permanent 
housing units, more than half of 


them that are remaining cannot 
meet the eligibility requirement 
and must seek private housing. 
“Te is the moral and legal duty 
of the Real Estate men to do their 
part in placing these displaced 
people in private housing,’’ Mr. 
Klein said. 

The backlog of displaced fami- 
lies is growing steadily. ; 

-As can be seen, this is clearly 
an appeal from the people of all 
the poverty areas to the Realtors 
of this city to live up to their own 
expressed position on desiring to 
help minorities obtain reasonablee 
accommodations throughout the 


city. : 


This office is now conducting a 


complete survey among Realtors 
to obtain low income accommo- 
dations. - 


Youth Speaks 


By Allen Harriso 


SENATOR MCATEER 


On Friday, February 25, 1966, 


State Senator Eugene McAteer 


graced Mission High School’s Little Theater for a speech to the 
students, In my true opinion I think that it was a total waste of our 


time and his. 


His speech was entirely too broad and not factual enough. He 
considered us to be much smaller in intellect than we really are 
by the way- he spoke, his words and topic indiscretely insulted the 


intelligence of everyone present. 


I refuse to make a report to you concerning what he said because 
you taught. me most of that yourself; Such things as reapportion- 


ment, and what it is and how it works. 
Both the speech and the content were poor and below standards. 


The Senator did not seem to be 
of being happy and interested. 
knows how many other did. 


prepared and he cast the illusion 
I saw right through hi and heaven 


I think that I have said enough, but in conclusion, I only want te 


say that Senator McAteer made 
Alma-Mater. 


By Lenneal Henderson Jr. 

In his State of the Union Message 
May 1965, President Johnson said, 
“The central problem is to protect 
and restore man’s satisfaction in 
belonging to a community where 
he can find security and signifi- 
cance.”’ Six youths, representing 
the Hunters Point-Bayview Com- 
munity, are now participating in a 
state-wide project, ‘‘to protect 
and restore’’ significance and se- 

“curity in the area, This project, 
under the auspices of the Cali- 
fornia Youth Authority, will pro- 
vide training for 182 youth selected 
from economically and culturally: 
handicapped areas of ‘the state, 
All youth involved will have train- 
ing provided on a contract basis 
by governmental and private agen- 


a bad impression here at his old 


Assemblyman John L. Burton, 
(D-S.F.) charged that the real 
fraud concerning social welfare 
are the attacks made upon it by 
irresponsible public officials, 
county boards of supervisors, and 
taxpayers groups. In an address 
to the Humboldt Taxpayers Asso- 
ciation given today, Burton, a 
member of the Assembly Commit- 
tee on Social Welfare exploded the 
myth of high taxes in the cost of 
welfare. 

Burton pointed out, ‘‘That the 
counties pay less than 20 per cent 
of the cost of welfare and the bur- 
den of the cost is picked up by the 
state and federal government. The 
average welfare cost in the county 
tax dollar is about 5¢. This in- 
cludes all welfare -- aid to the 
aged, aidto families with dependent 
children, aid to the blind, aid to 
the disabled, medicare and general 
relief.” 

Using Los Angeles County as 
an example, Burton noted, ‘‘Cer- 
tain politicians raise a hue and 
ery concerning a $402 million wel- 
fare budgec. Yet, in fact, the Coun- 
ty of Los Angeles contributes only 
$71.8 million as its share. The 
rest is picked up by the state and 
federal government. The $71.8 
million breaks down to less than 
6¢ of the tax dollar collected in the 
county. This demonstrates that the 
people who blame welfare for the 
high local tax rates aré either un- 


_informed or are consciously at- 
‘tacking the needy, blind and dis- 


abled of our state with false and 
slanderous statements.’’ 

In response to the. point that 
whether money is federal, state 
or county, it still comes from the 
Same taxpayer, Burton answered, 
‘‘The federal government is the 


* largest contributor to our welfare 


cies in communities throughout the 
state. 

Twenty - two youths will be 
college-age students designatedas 
aides: 160 youths will be high- 
school age youths designated as 
Trainees. All participants are 
awarded financial compensation 
for their accomplishments. 

The Bayview - Hunters Point 
Area has been allotted five trainees 
and one community development 

_aid; Mr. Harold Brooks, Commun- 
ity Organizer, willserve as super-- 
visor for the project; Mr. Lenneal 
Henderson Jr., will serve as the 
Community Development Aide, and 
‘the trainees will be, Mr. Henry 
Kellum, Mr. Alan Harrison, Mr., 
Melvin Threadgill, Mr. Milton 
Otis, and Miss Virginia Carter. 


Announcements : 


A Hunters Point-Bayview Chap- 
ter of the California Federation of 
Young Democrats has been con- 
structed and it hopes to include 
as many participants, between the 
ages of 16-35, as possible. 


Under the leadership of James: 


Richards and Sylvester Golden, the 
organization has attracted a high- 


ly substantial number of members. 


at its three meetings. . 
The purpose of the Young Demo- 


crats is to encourage full parti- - 


cipation in the election, policy- 
making, and evaluation actions of 


2 
\ 


our local, state, and national gov- 
ernment. 

The group hopes to obtair.a 
speaker and to inaugurate active 
support for candidates, evaluate 
current issues, and to take a stand 
‘on current policies. 

_ 


WAR ON POVERTY PARTY 
‘Let’s talk it over a cup of coffee] 
.March 30, 1966 at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Bayview Community Center 
4701 3rd St. 

Welcome Address - Mr, Henry 
Kellum 


programs and social welfare 
makes up less than 7 per cent of 


the federal budget. In fact, the. 


federal government spends almost 
10 times as much money on instru- 
ments of war and destruction than 
they do on social welfare pro- 
grams. So, it is clear that a small 


percentage of overall taxes are 
spent in the area of social 
welfare.”’ : 

On the subject matter of fraudin 
welfare, Burton pointed out, ‘That 
the Senate Fact - Finding Com- 
mittee on Labor and Welfare held 
extensive hearings last year and 
found that less than 2 per cent of 
the welfare recipients are engaged 
in any type of welfare fraud, andit 
is an accepted fact that the Fact- 
Finding Committee didnot possess 
a pro-welfare point of view,”’ 

Burton cited the recent uproar 
in Los Angeles. County over the 
MARS situation. ‘‘Under the MARS 
situation, needy children may re- 
ceive welfare even if the mother is 
living with another man out of 
wedlock. Los Angeles supervisors 
and a judge attacked this program 
aS increasing evidence of welfare 
abuse and the high tax rate. Upon 
examination, the County of Los 
Angeles contributed less money to 
the children than did the unwed 
man. This entire program amounts 
to less than one - half of one mill 
on the local tax rate, yet these 
officials saw fit to use it as an 
instrument to attack all of those 
on welfare in our state,’’ Burton 
said, ‘‘The real efforts in the 
area of social welfare should be 
to raise the levels of aid grant 
in all categories to give realistic 
housing allowances, create more 
child care facilities and protec- 
tive services for children and the 
aged.”’ 

Burton went on to point out, 
‘‘The average payment to the aged 
is $101 a month; the average pay- 
ment to the blind is $127 a month; 
the average payment to the dis- 
abled is $108 a month; and the av- 
erage payment for a needy child 
is $44 a month. It is abundantly 
clear that the amount of these aid 
grants do not come close to pro- 
viding any form of economic jus- 
tice for the elderly, blind, disabled 
and needy children of this, the 
wealthiest state in the union. 

“*A great myth surrounding Cali- 
fornia welfare, is that the shiftless, 
the old, the poor and the crippled 
are flooding into our state to poc- 
ket the fat welfare benefits that 


an overly generous state offers, 
The facts are that the statistics 
on welfare program caseloads 
show that the average welfare 
recipient is a long-term resident 
of our state; that other states pro- 
vide more liberal welfare bene- 
fits; that the residency require- 
ment for most welfare recipients 
does not permit newcomers to our _ 
state to collect any funds; and 
lastly, that the aid to the blind 
program, the only grant program 
without a residency requirement 
has seen a reduction in caseload 
since the residency requirement 
was dropped, A look at the poverty 
level of welfare grant offers in 
California should make it obvious 
that people are not going to travel 
clear across the country to receive 
a $110 monthly stipend,’’ 

Burton charged, ‘‘That any per- 
son with full knowledge of the facts 
concerning the percentage of the 
tax dollar spent on social welfare 
and the sub-poverty level of the 
subsistence grants should be ash- 
amed of themselves for trying to 
use social welfare as a red herring, 

“‘Many of our tax dollars go to 
subsidizing various industries and 
businesses and there is no an-- 
guished outcry. In California, the 
large landowners of Imperial 
County receive subsidization inthe 
form of low cost water paid for by 
the little taxpayers. In the valley. 
areas, many of the factory farms 
receive subsidization from the De- 
partment of Agriculture for ‘not 
growing crops. The shipping com- 
panies, the railroads and the air- 
lines are all subsidized by the gov-. 
ernment in one form or another, 
yet, when the government attempts 
to subsidize people, the taxpayers 
associations get up in arms. It is 
my opinion that the true test of the 
Society is the manner with which 
it treats those members who for 
a variety of circumstances are un- 
able to achieve a certain level of 
living on their own. 

**T think it would be in the interest 
of all of us to work for a society 
where no individual will be in want 
and all persons will be able to 
achieve economic. justice and dig- 

nity and a chance to becomea pro- 
ductive member of society.’ 


Center 


Planned Parenthood is launching 
a demonstration Project in birth 


‘control education and case finding, ~ 


Statistics were taken to determine 


area of high need. As criteria of . 


high fertility rates and percentage: 
of families in poverty, four areas 
were studied, relative to poverty 
and sterility. There was every 
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indication that Hunters Point had 
the greatest need. : 

Mrs. Ruth Williams is the Co- 
ordinator of the project. She will 
be jocated in the Bayview Com- 
‘munity Center, 4701 3rd St. Her 
staff will consist of four commun- 
ity workers and a secretary. Mrs. 
Williams and the workers will be 
knocking on doors and staging home 
parties and coffee sips in an ef- 
fort to educate people in the Hun- 


ters Point - Bayview pertaining to 


Ruthi Williams 


family planning (birth control), : 

Mrs. Williams visualizes birth 
control as another way of elimin- 
ating poverty. Mrs. Williams is 
a member of the Hunters Point = 


‘Bayview area planning board anda: 


member of the city wide Economic 


“Opportunity Council, an executive 


member of that council. 

She is also a member of the 
board of directors of the Bayview 
Comm. Center, and is affiliated 
with numerous other organizations 
in the community. 
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After the heated protest in the 
Housing Authority Commis- 
sion meeting, the citizens of the 
city met at the Bayview Communi- 
ty Center to discuss the possi- 
bilities of organizing an organi- 
zation that would represent all the 
citizens in the poverty areas of 
the city. 

The group of about 150 people 
met in the large meeting room 
of the Bayview Community Cen- 
ter and held an open discussion, 
Everybody was allowed to speak at 
the meeting. George Earl, Chair- 
man of the Inter-block Council 
chaired the meeting. 

The feeling of the body seemed 
to be that a master group should 
be organized and composed of rep- 
resentatives of all community or- 
ganizations interested in resolving 
problems of citizens at large, 

Several ideas were suggested 
at the meeting. First-on the list 
was a rent strike. The group in- 
dicated that: they would organize 
and begin to work on plans for such 
a strike. It was also suggested 
that the Housing Authority set up 
a trust fund and allow portions of 
the rent to go in the trust fund 
for the tenants, This trust fund 
would be used for purchase of 
money to acquire the property 
now rented by the tenants, 

The group then voted to make 
phone calls tothe Housing Authori- 
ty and say ‘‘We want to live in 
freedom,’’ and then hang up, These 
calls were to be made by every 
citizen to make the calls and 
jam the lines of the Housing 
Authority. This would be done 
to force the Housing Authority to 


utchertown 


RENT STRIKE 


act on the request of the tenants. 

A Steering Committee was or- 
ganized to contact all other organi- 
zations interested in assisting citi- 


zens to improve unnecessary So- | 


cial ills. The Steering Committee 
members are, Reverend Moliere, 
Reverend Bruce Kennedy, Izola 


-_Frierson, Mr. Roberts, Mrs. 


Crawley, George Earl, and Mr. 
Brown. 

Some of the groups represented 
were? 


(1) Potrero Hill Tenants Union, | 

Mrs. Bowie 

(2) Valencia Gardens, Mrs. 
Freeman 

(3) Sunnydale Citizens League, 
Mrs. Frierson 

(4) Hayes Valley, Mrs. Dupree 

(5) Congressman, Mrs. Davis 
Thompson 

(6) Block ‘‘H’’, Mrs. B, Free- 

_ man 

(7) Area Planning Board, Mrs. 
R. Williams 

(8) Christian Welfare Society, 
Mrs. R.L, Williams 

(9) Area Anti-Poverty Officer, 
Mission District, Mr. Bow- 
man - 

(10) Hunters View Improvement 
Club, Mrs. Laird 

(11) West Point Improvement 
Club, Mrs. M, Williams 

(12) Alice Griffith Improvement 
Club, Mrs. Carney 

(13) Block. ‘‘C’’, Mrs. L. Hop- 
kins | 

(14) Block ‘‘F”’, Mrs. J. Com- 
mer 


and the staff from Bayview Com- 
munity Center, Economic Oppor- 
tunity Center and Hunters Point 
Ministry, Reverend Lee and Rey- 
erend Kennedy, 


Harold Brooks on the right, and Mrs. Princessa Cowlah. 


Tireless community worker Harold Brooks celebrated his forty- 


p¢- ce 


first birthday with many of his friends atthe city’s friendliest neigh- 
borhood bar,~Sam Jordan’s. Brooks is the Community Organizer 
under the Anti-Poverty program in the Hunters Point area, He is 
better known for his services inthe community as Executive Director 
of the long established Community Center. : 

The many guests included staff members from the Hunters Point 
Anti-Poverty Office, the Western Addition Anti-Poverty Office, 
Assemblyman John Burton, and other friends throughout the city. 

Sam Jordan, Master Chef, has a cooking contest every Tuesday 
and Thursday nights; all are invited to challenge Sam. 

In a second cooking contest with Douglas Slocum, Sam won by a 
majority vote for his delicious roast-beef, 


The Bayview Community Center accommodated some 75 citizens, Eloise Westbrook speaks out. 


Sunnydale, 


The Sunnydale Citizens League 
has another achievement to add 
to its accomplishments, Through 
the Hunters Point-Bayview Area 
Planning Board, three people from 
Sunriydale have been hired under 
the Economic Opportunity Pro- 


Commer G 


At a regular meeting of the 


Burnett Elementary School PTA|. 


Mrs. David Commer was awarded 
a life membership in the PTA, 
Burnett principal Don E, Anderson 
presented a life membership card 
and pen to Mrs, Commer, and com- 


U.S.A. 


-Left to right: “‘Danny’’ Dangerfield, Mrs.Hopkins, Harold Brooks, 
Sam Jordan, Audrey Smith, and Douglas Slocum, Chief Petty Officer 


We're In 


gram, to work in the Sunnydale 
area, 

Mrs, Izola Frierson is the Dis- 
trict Organizer, with Miss Mary 
Louise Paddock and Mrs. Ber- 
nice Herrera as Community As- 
sistants in the area office to be 
operied soon in Sunnydale, 


ets Award 


mended her for her devoted ser- 
vice as chairman of the PTA, 
At this meeting every old offi- 
cer was to be replaced except the 
chairman who has only served for 
one year. However, all the old of- 
ficers were reinstalled and noted 
for their achievements. 
ee 


| TENANTS 


ORGANIZE 


strike would involve all the ten- 
ants in public housing. Immediate 
plans were made for organizing 
such a rent strike. 

It was decided that the demo-- 
lition of the Housing Project should 
be stopped until some plan is pre- 
sented indicating what is going to 
replace the projects on the Hun- 
ters Point Hill. 

The group also decided to picket 
a private dwelling house in protest 
against untenatable housing, 

Assemblyman John Burton spoke 


stating that if legislation was nec- 


essary to get what was needed to 
halt the demolition of the projects 
he would put into motion. 

Officers elected were: Walter 
Robinson, Chairman; Orietha 
Eggleston, Co - chairman; Mar- 
ianne Freeman, Secretary;.Donna 
Thur lby, corresponding secretary; 
T. Scott, Sargent of Arms. 

\ 
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As an outgrowth of the tenant 
protest against the Housing Auth- 
ority a new city-wide organization 
was formed. The organization was 
formed to combat the problems of 
all tenants through out the city, 
It was clearly indicated by the 
group that this organization was not 
only for the tenants of the project 
housing but also for tenants in 
private housing. 

The organization was named the 
San Francisco Tenants Council, 
There will be a public notice of the 
next meeting and all are invited 
to attend the meeting, and join the 
organization. 

It was stated that the organiza- 
tion will presently concentrate on 
the Housing Authority problem, 

/The suggested approach to resolve 
‘this problem was a rent strike. 
The group stated that the rent 


" Ks, oe om 


HOUSING 
AUTH 


POLICY © 


In the light of recent occurences 
at Hunters Point and at the Housing 
Commission Offices today, it 
seems incumbent that the Commis- 
sion of the Public Housing Author- 
ity of San Francisco make a clear 
declaration of its position, aims, 
and policy. 

1. The Commission has complete 
confidence in its Director, Mr. 
Eneas J. Kane, to administer all 
affairs of the Housing Authority 
with justice, warmth andfirmness, 

2. The Economic Opportunity 
Council or any other agency, pub- 
lic or private, cannot demand or 
expect the Housing Authority to 
cure the social and economic ills - 
of our society. 

3. The Housing Authority cannot 
and will not constitute the Econom- 
ic Opportunity Council or any other 
agency, public or private, as the 
bargaining agent for its tenants, 

4, Before the flare-up of March 
8th at Hunters Point and pursuant 
to a meeting that Mr. Stephen Wal- 
ter and Miss Effie Robinson had 
with the Hunters Point Area Board 
of the Economic Opportunity Coun- 
cil, the Housing Authority was in 
the course of putting into effect 
a new policy with regard to evic- 
tions, dispossess actions and late 
rent payments. 

5. The events of yesterday inthe 
opinion of the Commission were 
completely unnecessary. We had 
thought we had established suffi- 
cient communication and rapport 
with the Hunters Point Economic 
Opportunity Council that we would 
have been notified. of the trouble 
rather than to have learned of it 
through a sit-in action which was 
apparently encouraged by the 
Economic Opportunity Council. We 
are dissappointed that our evalua- 
tion of our communications was in 
error. 

6. Despite the reorientation of 
our rent policies and the desire 
that they will be administered at 
the project level with humanity 
and due regard for the human 
dignity of all individuals, it must 
be made abundantly clear that 
people who cannot and do not pay 
their rent inthe long run, must vol- 
untarily leave our premises or 
face eviction, 5 


